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RESEARCH, INNOVATION AND LIFELONG LEARNING  

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes 

Educational Assessment Unit 
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2018 
 

YEAR 10 SOCIAL STUDIES (GENERAL) TIME: 1h 30min 

 
Name: _____________________________________       Class: _______________ 

 

This examination paper consists of FIVE sections (A, B, C, D and E). Students 

are requested to attempt ALL sections. Marks for each section appear between 
brackets. 

 

Section A: Choose by marking the correct answer. 

 

1. Fortress economy means 

a. an economy which makes money from fortresses 

b. an economy based on military work and other work related to war 

c. an economy which encourages tourists to come for holidays on islands 

2. The tertiary sector depends on  

a. tourism and services 

b. agriculture 

c. technology and research 

3. Typical Maltese music is 

a. classical music 

b. folk music/għana 

c. hip hop 

4. A tourist is 

a. someone who goes to a country on holiday 

b. someone who enters a country without the necessary documents 

c. an emigrant 

5. The Gross Domestic Product (GDP) is 

a. the expenditure of a country in a specific period of time 

b. the amount of pollution generated by a country in a specific period of time 

c. the money, goods and services generated by a country in a specific period of 

time 

6. In a democratic country  

a. there are no laws 

b. citizens have the right to express their opinion 

c. citizens enjoy forty fundamental rights 
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7. Industrial actions are called by 

a. pressure groups 

b. voluntary groups 

c. trade unions 

8. When using the term ‘legislative’ we are referring to the 

a. Courts 

b. Parliament 

c. Government 

9. A totalitarian state is a country  

a. where human rights are respected 

b. which is governed by only one person 

c. where the citizens enjoy a good number of liberties 

10. The economy is 

a. the distribution of wealth in a country 

b. the income generated by the primary sector  

c. saving money in a bank account 

(10 marks) 

 

Section B: Read the following passage carefully and on a separate sheet of 

paper, answer ALL the questions that follow. 

Local Government was established in 1993 following the Maltese Parliament’s approval 

of the Local Councils Act  on 30 June 1993. This law set up Local Councils in 67 localities 

(later increased to 68). Furthermore, it now serves as a regulatory mechanism for Local 

Councils’ operations. 
   

Another important step taken to consolidate Local Government in Malta was when the 

system of local government was entrenched in the Constitution of Malta. In fact, Act 
No. XIII of 2001 established that: 

  

“The State shall adopt a system of local government whereby the territory of Malta shall 
be divided into such number of localities as determined by law from time to time, each 

locality to be administered by a Local Council elected by the residents of the locality.” 

 

Adapted from: https://www.gov.mt/en/Government/Local%20Councils/Pages/Local%20Councils.aspx 

1. Explain the difference between central government and local government. (4) 

2. Give four examples of pluralism in a country. (4) 

3. Local Councils have helped to increase democracy and decentralisation of 

power.  Explain the meaning of these two terms. (4) 

4. Mention five ways in which the Local Council can help in improving the quality of 

life in your locality. (5) 

5. As a youth, how can you help out at your Local Council? Give two examples. (4) 

6. In a few years time you will be eligible to vote.  Mention four occasions in which 

you will be able to vote in Malta. (4) 

 (25 marks) 

http://justiceservices.gov.mt/DownloadDocument.aspx?app=lom&itemid=8833&l=1
https://www.gov.mt/en/Government/Local%20Councils/Pages/Local%20Councils.aspx
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Section C: On a separate sheet of paper, answer ALL the following questions. 

 

1. Which is the manufacturing sector? Give two reasons why this sector is decreasing 

in Malta. (5) 

2. With reference to the sectors of the economy, explain the difference between 

natural resources and human resources. (5) 

3. Explain the importance of pressure groups in a pluralistic society. Give two 

examples of pressure groups. (5) 

4. Tourists travel to other countries for various reasons. Mention three such reasons 

and explain one of them. (5) 

5. a.  Mention two factors which help a society become multicultural. 

b.  Do you think that Malta is a multicultural society? Explain your answer by giving 
two examples. (5) 

 (25 marks) 

 

Section D: Write a paragraph of around 150 words on a separate sheet of 

paper about ONE of the titles listed below. 

 

1. The advantages of ecotourism. 

 

2. Explain positive and negative effects of mass media on the Maltese lifestyle. 

 

3. The role of cooperatives. 

 (15 marks) 

 

Section E:  Choose ONE of the following topics and on a separate sheet of 

paper, write around 250 words about it. 

 

1. Entertainment in Malta has changed over the years.  Discuss how and why this 

change came about. 
 

2. Imagine that you are a Health and Safety Officer and you need to go round various 

workplaces checking for health and safety measures at the place of work.  Write 
about what you will be looking out for while compiling your report. 

 

3. The Maltese economy has changed from a fortress economy to a mixed economy.  

Describe the changes seen in the four sectors of the economy throughout the last 
fifty years. 

 

(25 marks) 

 

Total: 100 marks 


